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propriety be expected to know much about the
subject, can always genially announce at the close
that the lecture has been most interesting and in-
structive ; and the audience, being kindred adepts,
will cordially agree. But there are others, who may
one day brutally raise the question whether an
annual entertainment of courageous community-
singing over a serious problem of scholarship is a
fitting output for the British Academy in the matter
of Shakespeare study. Disrespectful things, it is
whispered, are being said abroad. There are even
Germans who draw disparaging parallels between the
audience of the good old Deutsche Shakespeare-
Gesellschaft and the cultured recipients of the
annual British Academy lecture.
And then there is always that irksome considera-
tion that even the annual lecturers for the Funded
British Academy should not reveal themselves as
either gratuitously ignorant of what they are talking
about, or supererogatorily self-contradictory. (I
apologise for the all too Academic octopedalian lapse.)
Professor Dover Wilson, invoking the countenance
of the ever-living theatre, revealed himself as com-
placently ignorant of the theatre's normal practice ;
besides electing to proclaim a theatrical canon which
he obliviously proceeded to destroy. Professor
Lascelles Abercrombie (who echoes the canon with-
out perceiving the cancebnent) even went the length
of implying that PERICLES is in the First Folio; and
crowingly delivered dicta about the absence of docu-
ments, in terms which indicated that he merely did